HISTORICAL FICTION
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Year of Miss Angus by Kirkpatrick Hill (4 out of 5 stars)

In 1948 in a small town in Alaska, the one-room school had trouble keeping a teacher for a year.  The town was a fishing town and the teachers left because they couldn’t stand the fishy smell in the air.  Finally, Miss Angus came to the town and there was something different about her.  She is from England and she doesn’t seem to mind the smell.  Read this 4 star book to find out how long Miss Angus Stays.
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-Dan Literati, 6th grade
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson
The word Fever in the title refers to yellow fever.  When you get yellow fever your eyes turn yellow and you usually die.  Yellow fever spread through Philadelphia, the United States Capital, in 1793.  The main character in this story is Mattie Cook who is 13 years old.  Mattie’s mother gets yellow fever and tells Mattie and her grandfather to leave the city and to stay in a farm to get away from the yellow fever.  To protect people in the country, there are check points on the way.  If they thought you had yellow fever, you wouldn’t be allowed out of the city.  Mattie and her grandfather are turned back and Mattie does have yellow fever.  Mattie does get better and Mattie and her grandfather return to their home.  Mattie doesn’t know it but her mother is in the country looking for her.  The first night back Mattie’s grandfather dies in a robbery and Mattie has to live on her own.  So much happens in this story that it’s really full of action.  It’s also really interesting to see how people lived in 1793

-Dan  Literati, 6th grade
REALISTIC FICTION
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Hoot by Carl Hiaasen (5 out of 5 stars)

This story’s heros were three kids that could do unusual things like bite a hole in a bicycle tire and catch mullets (little fish that swim really fast) with bare hands.  Plus they had poisonous snakes with glowing tails.  These 3 kids go through amazing, crazy events to save burrowing owls that no one else cared about.  Read this 5 star book to find out the rest of the weird events that happen in this town.

-Dan Literati, 6th grade
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The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke

This fun book is about two brothers, named Prosper and Bo, who have escaped from the custody of their step-parents and have fled to Venice, living in an abandoned old movie theatre with other children, named Scipio, Riccio, Mosca, and Hornet. They go on nightly trips to steal from famous places while evading the snoopy detective Victor Getz, yet many things are not what they seem in this incredible, fun book which is (or should be) adored by all. I highly recommend reading it. 

-Gordon Rowan, 8th Grade
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Heat by Mike Lupica (3 out of 5 stars)
This book is about a boy who is amazing at pitching in baseball. He is so good that some adult coaches doubt he is the right age for the league. He is banned from his league until he can present an official birth certificate. The problem is that his father is dead and he does not have any official documents. 
-Warren Li, 6th grade
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Shattered Edited by Jennifer Armstrong (5 out of 5 stars)

In Shattered, a collection of short stories put together and edited by Jennifer Armstrong,there are twelve stories that show children in war. they show that soldiers are not the only people who are directly affected by was, which is what many people like to think. Not all are bad though. There are children whose life has been changed for the better. Read this book if you want to experience war from a kids point of view.

-Peter Westcott, 9th grade
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Outriders #1: Expedition to Blue Cave by Ed Decter
The book that I have finished, Expedition to Blue Cave, (The first Outriders book in the series) a realistic fiction book, was fantastic. Cam, the leader of the outriders, always comes up with some zany plan. This book was about breaking Cam’s friend, Shelby, out of summer school so they can go to blue cave to see the plankton glow blue. Cam and his gang want to go see blue cave so badly because the plankton glow blue once every seven years! So if they miss this chance, the only other time they can see the blue plankton is when they’re nineteen! But when they get to the cave, Shelby’s little sister gets kidnapped. But just like Cam, I’m getting ahead of myself. I don’t want to spoil the whole story.This book taught me that I shouldn’t give up hope, even through tough times. The outriders had many struggles, but they managed to defeat the very strong thieves. If they can succeed, so can I!
-Christopher Salamone, 6th grade
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Wringer by Jerry Spinelli

This phenomenal book is about a young boy named Palmer LaRue, who is struggling within the net of peer pressure, about if he wants to become a wringer of pigeons, or if he wants to keep one as a pet. He has friends that are awfully mean to pigeons, but he wants to be like them. That is a problem for Palmer, because it means he has to make a decision of which to stay with his friends, or have a pet pigeon, named Nipper. His neighbor, Dorothy Gruzik, is really nice to Palmer, but Beans, Mutto, and Henry, Palmer’s friends, are awful to her. He eventually stands up for his decision, which he believes is right. I rate Wringer a 5/5 because of the meaning in the book, and all the funny parts too, and you should read this too!

-Gordon Rowan, 8th Grade
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Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz
This book is about a boy named Alex Rider who lives in London with his uncle, when one day the police came and said that Ian Rider (Alex's uncle) had died in a car crash. Alex felt suspicious. He goes to the bank were his uncle worked. It turned out that the bank was actually a secret agency, were Alex becomes a spy and is assigned the same mission hi uncle died on. there is a lot of action in this book. Personally this is my favorite book.
-Ben Pastorius, Grade 6
FANTASY
[image: image10.png]


Leven Thumps & the Gateway to Foo by Obert Skye
The book I have just read, Leven Thumps & The Gateway to Foo, was a book that combined fantasy, adventure, and perseverance all into one. It starts when Leven (AKA, Lev) finds Clover, his sidekick in this book. Then, one after one, He finds Winter, His first human friend ever, and Geth, a magical toothpick that is the rightful heir to Foo, and depends strongly on fate.

“Fate will work out. It always does.” Geth says every time Leven and Winter have low spirits. After a while, Leven and Winter get sick of him saying it. So, the main point of the story is to get to Germany and get to the lake where the Gateway to Foo is before Sabane gets to it. Sabane is the bad guy in the plot of this book and his plans are to rule both the real world and Foo. In the end, Leven manages to get to Foo, but his work isn’t done yet. Leven has to get to Geth’s castle all across the land. But that story is for the sequel: Leven Thumps & the Whispered Secret.

I think that this book is very interesting because it has some cool action parts. Two my favorite parts were when Leven drove the car off the pier, and when Terri and Addy got terrorized by the tree, which was really Geth before he got cut up into a toothpick. I recommend this book to anyone who is looking for an adventure/fantasybook.
-Christopher Salamone, 6th grade
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Queste by Angie Sage
The newest book in the Septimus Heap series has just come out, and Septimus’ fans are all ready for the next book in the series. 

Queste is the fourth book in the Septimus Heap series, where Septimus and his friends embark on a journey to find Septimus’s brother, who was lost in time at a place called the House of Foryx.  Septimus is also forced to participate in a deadly Queste, which an evil ghost has corrupted and placed upon Septimus.  So, now he had two battles to fight, completing his Queste without dying, and finding his lost brother.  Will he ever come back?  The book came out on May 22, so enjoy, Angie Sage readers!
This book was good for people ages 13 to 17 because it had a lot of fantasy content that people in that age group would enjoy.  Also this book had familiar characters (it was book 4 in the Septimus heap series) so that brought people in.  
-Nick Salamone, 8th grade
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The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp by Rick Yancy
The recent book that I have read for the Reading Merit Badge, The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp, has to do with King Arthur’s sword and the Knights of the Round Table. This book is about the sword of King Arthur, Excalibur, being stolen by an evil guy named Mogart for world domination. With the help of Bennaco, Alfred manages to get the Excalibur back to OIPEP (Office of Interdimensional Paradoxes & Extraordinary Phenomena).

This book was fun reading for me because there were a lot of cool action scenes. What I really liked was that Rick Yancy even included an Enzo Ferrari. My most favorite part was the car chase with the big thugs on the motorcycles. It was really cool how Bennaco defeated the. I am definitely looking forward to reading the second and third Alfred Kropp books. 

-Christopher Salamone, 6th grade
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Alfred Kropp: The Thirteenth Skull by Rick Yancy
Alfred Kropp: the Thirteenth is the third book in the Alfred Kropp series was probably one of the most action packed ones yet.  In this book, after recovering the greater seal (from the last book) Alfred tries to settle down, getting away from OIPEP, a company devoted to items of special interest like Kropp’s healing powers in his blood (also from the previous book), his greater seal, and Alfred himself, because he is the son of the last knight of the round table, the heir for Excalibur (see the first book).  After careful thought with his caretaker, Alfred hands the seal over to OIPEP in return for being returned from the civilian database.  Unfortunately, Alfred is not yet normal.  The original heir to Excalibur’s son, Jourdin, wants revenge on Alfred for being the heir, so to get revenge, he wants to collect the thirteenth skull of the last knight of the round table.  When all thirteen skulls are put together, it is said that they will destroy the entire universe.  So, Alfred goes on another whirlwind adventure, escaping his enemies on horseback and motorcycle, even in a granny costume.  Finally, during a faceoff for the skull, Alfred beats Jourdin and kills him, which finally ends the Thirteenth skull problem and lets Kropp live a normal life.  Until next time, that is...

I think that this book was very well put together, and it had a lot of reference from the first and second books,  I had to actually go back to them a few times to understand what was happening.  I think that this is one of those books that you should reread the previous books before starting this one.  This is not a book that you can just pick up and read, it will not make any since if you just read it alone. 

-Nick Salamone, 8th grade
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Kingdom of Hearts by Shiro Amano (5 out of 5 stars) Graphic novel
Take a leap into the Kingdom of Hearts, the worlds in which this series takes place.  I say worlds because there are actually hundreds of worlds that the characters in the story can visit.  The first book begins when Sora, Riku and Kairi decide to leave their world.  They have lived on this island all their lives and are tired of it.  Kairi lost her parents in a different world when she was younger. This story, though, isn’t really about looking for her parents, just finding adventure – and saving all the worlds from the heartless!  The three heros build a boat to enter a different world but a huge storm hits and they are all separated and swept away to different worlds.  One of the worlds they visit was Ariel’s kingdom.  Yes, that’s the Ariel from the Disney movie The Little Mermaid.  On their travcls, they also meet Donald Duck, Pinocchio, Peter Pan and Captain Hook among others.  Find out the whole story by reading all 4 books in the series and then you can continue with Chain of Memories the next series in the Kingdom of Hearts saga.

I really enjoy graphic novels because I like to draw myself and I like looking at the illustrations. The style of Kingdom of Hearts is in the style of manga.  This is a Japanese word meaning “comic” or “humorous story”.  This form of novel from Japan began just after World War II.  In the United States, most comic books are read by children but in Japan, comic books are read by adults, too.  In Japan, manga artists are well respected and manga stories are considered to be literature. You may have also heard the term “anime”.  This is a Japanese term that means animation.  In Japan, anime tv shows are made after manga books become popular.  In the United States, you don’t always find manga books until a tv show has already become popular.

-Daniel Literati, 6th grade
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The City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau
The book I have finished, The City of Ember, By Jeanne Duprau, was an electrifying story.  The book kept my interest by putting in cliff hangers.  The main story is about Lina and Doon finding all these clues about their strange city, Ember, which is falling apart as we know it. Lina finds instructions for getting out of Ember, and soon, she and Doon are in on a wild adventure. Lina and Doon venture beyond the Pipeworks, going where no Ember citizen has gone before, go on a wild boat ride and even run away from the Mayor and make themselves look like criminals at the age of 12.  I think that this book was a real page turner, and I can’t wait to read the two sequils, The People of Sparks, and The Prophet of Yonwood.  I am also looking forward to the release of the movie, The City of Ember, this fall.
-Christopher Salamone, 6th grade
The City Of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau
 

This was one of the greatest books I've ever read. It is all about a girl named Lina who lives in the city of Ember which is under ground were life is hard. There are no trees, no sunlight, and no fruit. While above ground things are different, there are trees, sunlight, and fruit. One day her little sister Poppy was chewing on a piece of paper. It turned out with the help of Doon, the ripped pieces of paper were actually instructions to get out of Ember. Lina hopes they will find a better place to live. During the journey alot of events take place the affect the characters. If you want to hear if Lina can get out of Ember then you should read this book.

 -Ben Pastorius, Grade 6   
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Eragon by Chris Paolini (4 out of 5 stars)
Eragon is about a boy who finds a dragon egg in the forest. He is trained by Brom, the story teller, in how to ride the dragon and how to battle. Since he becomes the dragon rider many people are after him, people that want the egg. He trains to defeat Galbitorix, the evil king. This story has a lot of adventure and action
-Warren Li, 6th grade
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Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Berry and Ridley Pearson
Peter and the Starcatchers was an excellent book for all fantasy readers and enjoyers, especially those who are Disney fans.  Peter and the Starcatchers (book 1 of 3 so far) and the rest of the books are the continuation before Peter Pan, and how Peter got his powers.  Peter Pan (the movie) is about a flying boy who visits some young children and brings them one night to a magical place called Never Land, filled with pirates and evil crocodiles.  In Peter and the Starcatchers, everything you see in the movie is explained.  Peter is an orphan who is traveling on a ship called the Never Land to a kingdom to work as a slave.  Meanwhile, he meets up with a girl and discovers a chest on board, which was supposedly on a great ship called the wasp.  Black Stache (the name captain hook had before we became captain hook) is after this treasure aboard his ship, the sea devil, which is the fasted in all the seas.  This treasure (really on the Never Land) is called starstuff, which has unbelievable power, the power to make you fly or do other strange things.  Now, from the movie, you may remember that Black Scathe’s boat was called the Jolly Roger.  This is because he knows the Wasp is faster, and once he captures it and uses it, he changes the name.  Later, everybody is washed up onto an island, still after the starstuff.  Peter and his friends are captured by savages, and is to be fed to a humungous crocodile, until he gives it starstuff and it flies away.  Also, Peter gains the ability to fly forever by handling the high quantity of starstuff and surviving, while he was wrestling it away from some pirates.  The final thing from the movie is that Captain Hook, he, well, had a hook!  This is from Peter and Stache having a sword fight, and peter chops off Stache’s hand.  

-Nick Salamone, 8th grade
Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Berry and Ridley Pearson
I picked this book because it is about pirates and who doesn’t like pirates?  But really this is a different kind of pirate story that is filled with mermaids, fairies and magical powers.  Everybody knows the story of Peter Pan but this is a twisted version of Peter Pan.  The evil captain is Blackstach (not Captain Hook) and the girl is Molly (not Wendy). Peter doesn’t wear green!  You’ll want to read all 450 pages of this book to find out what happens in this twisted Peter Pan.

-Dan Literati, 6th grade
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The Battle of The Labyrinth by Rick Riordin

This book is about a boy named Percy Jackson, who along with old and new friends, enters a secret entrance in a rocky field while staying at a camp for heroes, which is called Camp Half-Blood. He finds that the labyrinth is an EXTREMELY dangerous place: scores of monsters, evil spirits, and others are waiting to rip him apart. Percy and his friends face terrible hardships, confusing puzzles, and old rivalry just to find the person who created the Labyrinth, Daedalus. In my opinion, it is a 6/5 star book (Yes, I thought it was THAT good). Read it if you want a kid’s perspective of the toughest challenges anyone could face! 

-Gordon Rowan, 8th Grade
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Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer

This extraordinary book is about a brilliant kid, albeit a criminalized one, who decides to restore the family wealth back over the billions range, with his titanic, yet refined bodyguard, named Butler. The family is in ruin, with Artemis’ dad presumed missing or dead, and his mother in a state of mental shock, bedridden. He decides to do this amazing feat by searching for a hidden race called Fairies, and kidnaps one, in exchange for a lot of pure gold. Not the childhood, classic fairy tale ones, but an advanced race of underground civilization that wield powerful magic and technology. He kidnaps one, and it leads into all sorts of crazy events, and I will not spoil the ending. I rate it a 7/5 because it is one of my favorite books to read, and I’ll bet you will like it also! Enjoy this amazing, multi-perspective, adventure today!

-Gordon Rowan, 8th Grade 
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Exile by Kathryn Lasky ` (4 out of 5 stars)
This book is about owls that live in a tree. The king, Coryn, under big influence of a foreigner bans “The Band” from the tree. The Band is a group of veteran owls that saved the tree multiple times. The Band tries to find a way to return Coryn back to normal. This book has a lot of adventure and action.
-Warren Li, 6th grade
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Redwall by Brian Jacques (5 out of 5 stars)
This book is about a mouse hero who tries to defend Redwall from evil invaders. He goes on a quest to find the legendary sword of Martin. He faces many obstacles, but he meets a lot of other animals that become his allies. In his adventure many exciting things happen. Matthias, the mouse, must battle evil to save his home.
-Warren Li, 6th grade
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Midnight for Charlie Bone by Jenny Nimmo

Charlie Bone is a book about a boy living with his two grandmas, his uncle and his mom.  Charlie was forced by grandma and her two sisters to go to a school called Bloors Academy.  He was sent to Bloors Academy because his grandma found out he had special powers and he needed to learn not to use these powers just for the fun of it.  Charlie goes through all kinds of adventures with friends he meets at Bloors.  If you want to know Charlies' power and see what adventures he goes on, the only way to find out is by reading the first Charlie Bone book. 

-Sanitago Esteve, 6th grade
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 Spiderwick Chronicles #2 :  The Seeing Stone by Tony DiTerlizzi
                            
This a book about a boy who finds a Spirderwick guide that his uncle wrote.  The creatures in his uncle Aurthur's book come to life to try to find the book so they can take over the world.  It is all up to Aurthurs nephew and his sister and his brother to save the world from being taken over by monsters.  Will he survive? Will they save the world?  There is only one to find out. Read this book.
--Sanitago Esteve, 6th grade
HORROR
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Horowitz Horror By Anthony Horowitz (4 out of 5 stars)

Horror

 

In Horowitz Horror, Anthony Horowitz put all the fear he can invent in one little book. It’s broken into several different stories, but each of them are bone-chilling and very, very weird. Most of the stories are set in London, his hometown, but a few are set in the country. All in all, this was probably one of the strangest books that I have ever read, but it is a good read.

-Peter Westcott, 9th grade
Haunted Campers by Allan Zullo
 

This is a pretty good book of ghost stories. In the book there are 9 different ghost stories. My favorite story is called Cry of the banshee it is about this one girl named Annie. Who goes to camp, but things aren't working out between Annie and here cabin mates. One night Annie volunteers to go up to Pickney Point after Carry dares someone to go up to Pickney Point. No one wanted to go because of the banshee that lives on Pickney Point would scream when you reached the top. You would be so startled you would jump back and fall off the cliff. Then Annie walked out of the cabin and started up Pickney Point. If you want to know what happened to Annie then you should read the book.

-Ben  Patorius, 6th grade 
NON-FICTION
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The Beet Fields by Gary Paulsen (5 out of 5 stars) -- Biography
 

In the Beet Fields by Gary Paulsen,the Boy runs away from a mom that's always drunk. He works with Mexican laborers who teach him the value of money and hard work. than, he gets a job on a farm, ploughing the fields with a tractor. he is arrested for running away, and all his possessions are taken. he breaks out, and heads north where he gets a job at a carnival. There he falls in love with a girl named Ruby.

-Peter Westcott, 9th grade
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Houdini: World’s Greatest Mystery Man and Escape King by Kathleen Krull -- Biography
This book, like many nonfiction books, was loaded with pictures to help with the context.  Although there were a lot of words in the book, it still looked like a younger persons book, being bigger and having more pictures.  In fact, it was designated for fifth graders, because the author of the book came to my school at one time.  This book told of Houdini’s past, about his real name and also of how he came to be an escape artist.  Also, a main part of the book that I noticed that the author (Kathleen Krull) would have a two pages once in a while that would show different famous Houdini tricks and even how Houdini managed to do them!  In the end, which I really enjoyed, were three pages that gave away many of Houdini’s most famous tricks on how he performed.  

-Nick Salamone, 8th grade
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Red Scarf Girl by Ji-li Jiang
Non-fiction autobiography 

I originally picked this book because I thought it was about a war in China and I like reading books that explain different battles, strategies and weapons used in war.  But this war was a cultural revolution which means there was an uprising of the peasants and farmers.  This was the time when the Communist Party ran the Chinese Government. The girl in the book wants so much to get a “red scarf” so she can be important.
“The Red Scarf” was important because during the Cultural Revolution, if you reached a certain rank in the communist party, you were like a policeman and, even if you were only a kid you got to arrest people for breaking communist party rules.  For example, all Chinese people had to give away their “western style” mattresses and they were supposed to sleep on straw on the floor.  No one could have photos of anyone in traditional Chinese clothing.  People couldn’t even collect postage stamps as a hobby.  Really there wasn’t much you could do at this time in China except tell the Communist Officials of all the “bad” things your neighbors did.

This is really an interesting book because China is so much in the news now – because of the summer Olympics – and you learn a lot about the history of China.
-Daniel Literati, 6th grade
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Leonardo Da Vinci by Jack Phillips -- Biography
My sixth and final book report for scouts, Leonardo Da Vinci was a biography. This biography is about Leonardo’s life in Italy, how he painted, and how old he lived. The writer, John Phillips, even includes chapters on Leonardo’s two famous paintings, The Mona Lisa, and The Last Supper. I think that it is sad that he had four stepmothers, all of them dying.


This book was fascinating because one of my favorite hobbies is art, and Leonardo Da Vinci was a really famous artist. So I really enjoyed learning about his life.

-Christopher Salamone, 6th grade
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Napoleon by Robert Burleigh (4 out of 5 stars) -- Biography 

This book is biography of Napoleon’s life. It talks mainly about his warfare. From how he lost at Waterloo to how he “won” in Egypt. This book provides a lot of information on the life Napoleon. There are many pictures and captions that give a lot of facts. There are even many interesting cartoons drawn by different artists
-Warren Li, 6th grade
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Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank – Autobiography

This touching book is about the life of Anne Frank as she knew it, from 1929-1942. It includes real pictures of her life, and their bittersweet history. Anne Frank was born in 1929, 10 years before WW2 began, and mostly throughout the 13 years of her life she was very happy, getting excellent marks in school. Then, the Nazis started to seek out and take away the Jews. It became terrible for them, because they were losing fresh food, and supplies, and Anne kept growing out of her old clothes. Then, in 1944, she and her family were kidnapped and taken away to Auschwitz Concentration Camp, where Anne’s sister Margot died of typhus disease. A few weeks later, Anne died as well. I recommend reading this book because it shows the true horror of the Nazis, and the conditions that they had to survive. I certainly couldn’t have survived that, and I would like all readers who would like a good biography (even though it is very sad) to buy and read this! I rate this book 13/5 because it is probably the most touching book I have ever read, and it shows the true horrors of the war in descriptive fashion. Certainly a good read!

-Gordon Rowan, 8th Grade
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Got Geography! Poems collected by Lee Bennet Hopkins (2 out of 5 stars) -- Poetry

This book has poems a bout the earth. There poems about mountains and a lot of other things. There also are poems about memorizing countries. There are pictures on every page. There are many interesting topics within this book. There also happens to be a little bit of history in this book too.
-Warren Li, 6th grade
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Invasion: The Story of D-Day by Bruce Bliven Jr.

This book was basically a small, light explaination of D-day and other parts of D-day.  D-day is a very large and complex subject, so this book only skimmed parts of it.  I have seen book about D-day about the thickness of my thumb, 500-1000 ages long.  This book started out by explaining that Hitler had build a large wall against the Atlantic ocean, which would keep intruders out.  The author of this story also included details about the military stratagies and why some of them would not work today.  So, he mentioned that Hitler’s idea of the Atlantic wall would be a complete failure for many reasons.  First of all, the wall was build to keep naval ships out, and these days, navy technology has evolved a lot.  Also, in the 40’s, air technology was very very new, and American planes could never make it over the Atlantic without running out of fuel.  These days, air technology has also evolved, to the point that we can fly around the world in a plane in two days.

-Nick Salamone, 8th grade
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Nickelodeon Election Connection
The book that I have just finished for the Reading Merit Badge, Nickelodeon Election Connection, helped me learn about electing the President of the United States in a fun way. This kid-friendly nonfiction book is about explaining all you need to know about the process of becoming a president. It goes from electoral ballots to the primary election. There are even some fun actives that you can participate in.

I liked this book a lot because all my favorite cartoon characters in Nickelodeon are in this book, and they help me understand what’s going on in an animation sort of way. I definitely would put this in my top 5 favorite nonfiction books.
Christopher Salamone, 6th grade
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Guts By Gary Paulsen (5 stars out of 5)

 

In Guts by Gary Paulsen, he tells the true stories that inspired him to write some of his more famous books such as Hatchet and the Brian stories. Each chapter focuses on something different. From moose attacks to cooking, he explains and tells you stories from his childhood that inspired some of his best stories.

-Peter Westcott, 9th grade 
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Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom

Tuesdays with Morrie is a true story featuring the author of the book, Mitch Albom and his old College professor, Morrie Schwartz.  Before Mitch leaves college, his professor (Morrie) makes him promise that they will keep in touch.  Mitch says that they will, but doesn’t end up actually staying in touch.  Over the years, while Mitch went off and became a sports column writer, Morrie contracted a deadly disease called ALS, which slowly kills you.  As Mitch mentioned it in the book, it was “Like a lit candle, it melted you nerves starting at the feet until you are breathing through a tube in a hole in your throat, and you are no more than a soul in a broken body.  “


So, Morrie goes onto a talk show to talk about living with ALS.  And one night, as it just so happens, Mitch is flipping through the channels, and hears the words “Morrie Schwartz”.  So, he visits Morrie, and the books title finally gets its meaning.  Every Tuesday from the moment Mitch reunited with Morrie, they spend together, Morrie teaching Mitch about all kinds of different things.  Not classroom subjects, but life itself.  Marriage, death, and money were just a few of the amazing things that Morrie and Mitch talked about together, every time.  Mitch learning some new very valuable thing about life.  Morrie had figured all of this "information" out from not being able to move one inch after time with ALS.  Also, Mitch, near the end, asked Morrie that if he could do anything if he didn’t have ALS for one day, what would he do?  So, all Morrie told him about sounded like a perfectly average day.  After thinking about if for a few3 seconds, Morrie realized that this was what Morrie was trying to tell him all along.  


I think that this book is more for adults rather than for young adults, even though it appeared on the grade 8 book list.  I think that it was the content of the book.  Even though what happened was pretty simple, all of the messages that Morrie was trying to convey were very very complex.

-Nick Salamone, 8th grade
The Ultimate Guide to Weight Training for Swimming by: sportsworkout.com (5 out of 5 stars)  
 

In The Ultimate Guide to Weight Training for Swimming, it gives detailed instructions on lifting in the Pre-Season, In-Season, and Off-Season. Also, it gives different workout scheduals depending on what muscle group that you are trying to build, as well as how to increase speed, reduce fatigue, and prevent injuries. This book should be used by people who wish to improve thier muscular strength for racing and competition.
-Peter Westcott, 9th grade
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The Brooklyn Bridge by Elizabeth Mann

This book is about the history of the building of the Brooklyn Bridge, back from 1869-1883. It talks about how it was built, along with the tragedies and hardships the workers faced, such as caisson disease, (where you got terrible pains from rushing up too quickly from the very high pressure down below to the regular air pressure above on the surface. It’s now known as the bends, because divers get it too) and falling off the bridge. When it was opened, people from across the country came to see it! Even the president came to see, and they tested its weight by sending 100 elephants across the bridge in a line, and it still stood. That was my favorite fact. I suggest reading this if you need to do a research project on something.

-Gordon Rowan, 8th Grade
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Weapons: Designing the Tools of War by:Jason Richie  ( 5 out of 5 stars) 

 

In Weapons: Designing the Tools of War, Jason Richie gives a detailed history and explanation as to how some of the greatest weapons were invented and how they worked. From the Colt Peacemaker to the submarine, he gives you the details of the invention, as well as the history of their inventor.
-PeterWestcott, 9th grade
